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editor's note
It is an absolute pleasure to welcome you to the first publication of Water

Ways! Water Ways is the official magazine of Youth for Global Health &

social Justice (Y4GH).

Water Ways is a publication for water advocates focusing on a future

generation for change. We are inspired by the voices of water advocates,

more specifically, of the multitude of youth voices from around the world.

Write poetry? Water Ways is for you! Have a hot take on a current water

issue? Water Ways! Interesting faith journey? Water Ways! Whatever it

may be, we hope you find your creative (or serious) niche with us. We are

grounded in sharing the views, perspectives, and stories of our global

community.

t
Our mission is to bring the Y4GH community thoughtful and engaging commentary on political and
social issues, while also displaying the organization's creative side through the arts, literary and
otherwise. Anyone is welcome to submit their work for publication on our website. 

Our magazine will feature all three sections that are the core of Y4GH (waterborne disease, water
infrastructure and advocacy-social justice) and hope to allow submissions in other languages as well.

As a publication, we do not advocate for any specific political ideology, but we have set standards
regarding the posting of harmful and denigrating pieces as it relates to minority groups.  It is our
responsibility to highlight the diversity of our global community and to use our platform as a space of
learning.  The freedom of speech, however, does not mean the freedom of hate speech.

We would like to be as transparent as possible. For this reason, we gladly welcome any comments and
critiques you may have as a reader. Letters to the editor are also highly encouraged and will be
considered for publication on our website or in print.

I am elated to be furthering the mission of Y4GH and to hear your stories. 

Dr. Sheryl A. Simmons
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF



The United States has one of the

safest drinking water supplies in

the world. Yet, the water we use

for drinking, swimming, and even

cooling high-rise buildings can be

safer. About 7.2 million Americans

get sick every year from diseases

spread through water.

CDC’s first estimates of the

impact of waterborne disease in

the United States cover illnesses

tied to all types of water use. They

detail how many waterborne

diseases, emergency department

visits, hospitalizations, and deaths

occur every year, and what these

cost our healthcare system. This

type of information is referred to

as the burden of waterborne

disease.

While the United States has made

tremendous strides in preventing

waterborne disease over the last

century, these new estimates

provide a better understanding of

the waterborne disease challenges

we face in the 21st century. CDC,

policymakers, related industries

(for example, owners of large

buildings and recreational water

facilities), the public health

community, and others can use this

information to prioritize next steps

in protecting the public from

waterborne disease.

Above
Microscopic

organisms can lead to
a myriad of

dangerous or deadly
diseases in pools,

lakes, rivers, streams,
and the ocean.

WATERBORNE

DISEASE
IN THE UNITED STATES

 
source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National
Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases
(NCEZID), Division of Foodborne, Waterborne, and
Environmental Diseases (DFWED) text

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dfwed/index.html


Youth for Global Health & Social Justice
2022 Youth Summit

July 6-20th

Accra, Ghana



2022 Youth Summit

Engaging Minds, Empowering Success



WORK AROUND THE WORLD FOR WATER
YOUTH FOR GLOBAL HEALTH & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Stakeholders
 

Help & Hope Foundation
Republic of Zimbabwe

 
Global Torch for Development

Republic of Cameroon
 

S.E.E. H.O.P.E. Foundation
Sierra Leone

 
A Boy and His Dream Foundation

Federal Republic of Nigeria
 

Rebuilding Haiti One Visit at a Time
Haiti

 
Akoma Educational Charity Foundation

Republic of Ghana

A drop of water is worth more than gold to a thirsty man



Y O U T H  B U I L D I N G  A  F U T U R E
F O R  W A T E R

Youth play an important role in becoming

informed citizens and future decision

makers. Engaging them in educational

opportunities about water, science, and

technology now will help to create a future

generation of water stewards and

innovators.

Youth for Global Health & Social Justice

(Y4GH) is recognized as a partner

organization of the United Nations and its

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,

adopted by all United Nations Member

States in 2015.  At its heart are the 17

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

which are an urgent call for action by all

countries - developed and developing - in a

global partnership. They recognize that

ending poverty and other deprivations must

go hand-in-hand with strategies that

improve health and education, reduce

inequality, and spur economic growth – all

while tackling climate change and working

to preserve our oceans and forests.

Clinical – cause, treatment and

prevention of waterborne disease.

Engineering – study of water treatment

and water delivery systems.

Advocacy – raising awareness around

the global water crisis.

Y4GH has a primary focus on Sustainable

Development Goal #6, clean water and

sanitation as a human right for all. This

program of study is divided into three areas:

Students successfully completing the 10

month course of study, which includes a

three-month internship, will participate in

the building of a project that supports clean

water and sanitation in their local

community.

For more detailed information and

registration,  visit Y4GH website:

www.youthforglobalhealth.com



TREATMENT OF HAITIAN
MIGRANTS PROMPT OUTRAGE

WASHINGTON — Images of Border Patrol agents on horses, pushing back Haitian

migrants crossing the Rio Grande to try to reach U.S. soil, have prompted outrage

among Democrats and called into question President Biden’s decision to swiftly

deport thousands who had been arriving en masse at a small Texas border town.

Vice President Kamala Harris  called the treatment “horrible” and said she planned to

discuss the issue with Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the secretary of the Homeland Security

Department, which has started an investigation.

“Human beings should never be treated that way,” Ms. Harris said. “And I’m deeply

troubled about it.”

Asked if Mr. Biden had seen the images, the White House press secretary, Jen Psaki,

said: “He believes that the footage and photos are horrific. They don’t represent who

we are as a country. And he was pleased to see the announcement of the

investigation.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/18/us/politics/biden-administration-haiti-texas.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/20/us/politics/haitians-border.html
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