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In Asia and Africa, women walk an average
of 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) per day
collecting water. Carrying such loads over
long distances can result in strained backs,
shoulders and necks, and other injuries if
women have to walk over uneven and
steep terrain or on busy roads.
The burden is even heavier for women
who are pregnant or are also carrying
small children. Moreover, pregnant
women worry that transporting these
heavy loads will lead to early labor or even
miscarriage.
Fetching water can also be very dangerous
for women and girls. They can face conflict
at water points and the risk of physical or
sexual assault. Many of these dangers also
arise when women do not have access to
safe, clean and private toilets or latrines
for urinating, defecating and managing
menstruation.
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Editor's Note
Across the 10 country reach of Water Ways, we partner with organizations that see the value in investing in
women and girls as equal partners in water research, development, and employment.
When communities initiate programs to improve access to water, it is critical to ask women about their needs
and experiences. Although women and girls play key roles in obtaining and managing water globally, they are
rarely offered roles in water improvement programs or on local water committees. They need to be included as
a right and as a practical matter. Numerous water projects in developing countries have failed because they did
not include women.
Women belong at the table and on the front lines of all aspects of water, making equal pay and being given
equal access to contracts. After all, women drink water, bathe, require sanitation and fall ill when water
infrastructures fail; it does not select gender, color, or economic status.
It is thus important to identify gender-sensitive strategies for responding to human security needs and
environmental and humanitarian crises caused by climate change. These efforts should focus on: reducing
women’s vulnerability, in tandem with men’s susceptibilities; promoting gender-sensitive emergency responses;
and enlisting women as key environmental actors in natural disaster management decision-making processes,
alongside men, tapping on women’s skills, resourcefulness, and leadership in mitigation and adaptation effort.
During Women's History Month, join us in acknowledging and giving the strong voices of women and girls the
deep thanks they deserve.
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Women and Water in the
Developing World:
Linking Water Insecurity and
Gender Disparities

Women bear a significant burden in
providing water for their households,
and also suffer unique consequences
from water shortages. How is climate
change worsening these disparities
among the world’s most vulnerable
populations?
By Molly Allen, Mir Ashfaquzzaman,
Megan Bryan, Gabby Estlund,
Mehrnaz Khanjani, Maria Kuiper,
Kathryn Raver, Nichole Shaw, and
Olivia Williams

Rajasthani villagers collect drinking water during a hot summer day on the
outskirts of Beawar, in the Indian state of Rajasthan, on May 16, 2018.
HIMANSHU SHARMA/AFP via Getty Images
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A Kashmiri Muslim woman balances on a water pipe before collecting water at
Dasilpora village on March 22, 2018. TAUSEEF MUSTAFA/AFP via Getty Images

Three times a week, Mrs. B—the name given by researchers to a woman in Hyderabad, India—begins her day
with a 10-minute, barefoot walk to her neighbor’s gated home to fill her steel pot with water. She balances the
heavy pot, which weighs about 30 pounds, on her shoulder for the journey back to her informal settlement.
“I have to do all the work by myself, and during summer we need more water because it is scorching weather,”
Mrs. B, said. “I get exhausted and thirsty fetching water all the time. However, if I do not fetch water, then we do
not have water to drink.”
Hers is one among a sea of other women’s stories in the struggle for water security. As the hurdles of climate
change continue to worsen, women all over the world just like Mrs. B are being forced to find solutions to care
for themselves and their families.
The United Nations found that water scarcity already affects every continent and that climate change is causing
greater challenges to water access. Overcoming these challenges, and the consequences they cause, often falls
disproportionately on women. Because of the societal burden of water collection, women are disadvantaged in
terms of nutrition and food security, disease risks, reproductive health, personal safety, and access to
education.
As the global community works to address the consequences of climate change, understanding the way gender
intersects with water insecurity will be key to their success.
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How Does Climate Change Affect Water Insecurity?
Climate change is taking existing problems and making them worse—including water insecurity. According to a
2016 World Bank report, almost a quarter of the human population deals with water scarcity. However, in just
two decades, that number could double from 1.6 billion people to 3.2 billion. Climate change is a significant driver
of this alarming trend.
South Africa’s capital of Cape Town experienced a water crisis starting in 2017. Climate change caused a severe
drought which left the city of 4 million people without reliable access to water.
In some places, such as Mumbai, climate change results in heavier rains and flooding. But in dry places, such as
regions of sub-Saharan Africa and India, drought is already common. Climate change intensifies these events
outside the Global South as well. The National Climate Assessment Reports cited that in the southwestern
United States, “declining water supplies, reduced agricultural yields, health impacts in cities due to heat, and
flooding and erosion in coastal areas are additional concerns [of climate change].”
The combination of warmer temperatures and drier conditions causes water to evaporate more quickly, which
results in groundwater depletion. Scarcity of groundwater will require people to drill farther down into the Earth,
where there is less available water. This deep groundwater is sometimes mixed with saltwater, which causes
saltwater contamination.
More than 2 billion people live in countries that are experiencing high water stress. Water stress occurs when the
demand for water exceeds the available amount or when water is of poor quality. The number of people
experiencing high water stress will continue to rise as the effects of climate change worsen.

Water Insecurity and Food Insecurity
Water insecurity causes a cascade of other health and environmental effects. One of the most immediate and
dangerous is its impact on food security.
In 2017, the World Food Programme described three connections between water and food insecurity.
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First is a lack of access to enough clean water for hygiene and household use. Having clean drinking water is
crucial for nutrition and disease prevention because its absence weakens the body’s ability to absorb nutrients.
the second link is an insufficient amount of water for productive activities such as irrigation, which limits income
and personal food production in agricultural communities. The third is a lack of adequate nearby water sources.
The longer women travel to get water, the less time they have for education, childcare, and income-earning work,
leading to worse economic and health outcomes.
Caitlin Welsh, the director of the Global Food Security Program at the Center for Strategic International Studies,
said water insecurity usually precedes and hastens food insecurity.
“One thing [researchers] have found is that if you are experiencing water insecurity, that generally comes first,”
Welsh said. “Then, about six months later, [researchers] can predict that that family will also experience food
insecurity.”
When water is scarce, crops suffer. This is especially harrowing for rural communities, who most likely make their
living from crops and farmland. For farmers that rely heavily on rain for their crops, including many in subSaharan Africa, this can lead to incredible uncertainty.
Water insecurity has different implications for those living in urban environments but remains a major challenge.
“In urban areas, the main challenge is often a lack of access to basic services in informal settlements, or high
prices and a lack of quality control of water from private vendors,” a 2017 UN-Water report stated. “In rural
areas, water may be free, but it may involve long journeys to and from the source, and may be contaminated.”
Scarce water supplies in rural areas can lead to even more rapid urbanization. Rural people are more frequently
resorting to migration as a form of climate adaptation. The UN Convention to Combat Desertification predicts
that by 2050, 50 to 700 million people could be displaced as a result of environmental changes affecting their
quality of life.
However, even when water is available, it is not always accessible. In 15 major cities in the Global South, half of
the households did not have access to piped utility water. Access is worse in sub-Saharan Africa, where only 22
percent of households received piped water as of 2017. For households without piped water, obtaining water is
often time-consuming, challenging, and even dangerous.
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Quality, Not Quantity
Even when water is accessible, it may be unsanitary. In developing countries, 90 percent of sewage is discharged
untreated into water sources. Industrial and agricultural wastes are also present in surface water.
These contaminants can result in dangerous water-borne diseases such as diarrhea, cholera, and strands of
hepatitis. Diarrheal diseases alone killed 829,000 people in 2016.
These risks require women to find ways to protect their families. A simple fix is often to boil the water. But
sometimes boiling the water is not sufficient, and the need for water may instead have to be met by significant
travel to clean sources—usually by women.
Water insecurity has a disproportionate effect on women and girls. The responsibility of household chores and
taking care of children rests on women’s shoulders, and the women need water to do it.
Around the world, women and girls spend an estimated 200 million hours per day collecting water.
Water is essential for drinking, cooking, bathing, and breastfeeding, as well as for hygiene purposes during
menstruation, pregnancy, and birth.
However, women are not gathering water just for themselves, but for their entire families—and many put aside
their needs to meet those of their children and husbands
.

Food Insecurity
Water insecurity goes hand in hand with food insecurity and malnutrition. Researchers at the University of
Pretoria in South Africa reviewed the gender-based consequences of inadequate food insecurity policies. The
report emphasized that, “food insecurity is embedded in the unequal power women in South Africa have over
resources, despite their frequently playing the most active role in providing for household food security.”

How Water and Security Impacts Women
Women and girls face the worst ramifications of living in water-insecure regions. Water insecurity increases the
likelihood of food insecurity, personal safety concerns, risk of disease, and education setbacks. Each of these
areas intersects with unique challenges that women already face
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In research in 2017 on Cabo Delgado in Mozambique, Sara Stevano, an economist at the University of the West
of England, examined how food insecurity occurs in gendered cycles. While the physical and psychosocial stress
of food insecurity is generally worse for women in the Global South, their experiences vary based on location,
socioeconomic standing, and societal and cultural norms.
While women face distinct challenges from food insecurity, lack of water also leads to other health risks that are
entirely unique to women.

Reproductive Health Concerns
Water security is imperative to women’s health, especially because they often fill domestic roles such as taking
care of children and performing household duties.
Dr. Sera Young is a nutritionist and associate professor of anthropology at Northwestern University. Along with
another researcher from Northwestern and a colleague from the Kenya Medical Research Institute, Dr. Young
studied the effects of household water insecurity on women in western Kenya. Their research highlighted the
importance of safe, reliable access to clean water, specifically for women and children in the first 1,000 days. The
first 1,000 days refers to one year before and two years after a woman gives birth, which “set the trajectory for
health, social, nutrition and economic outcomes across the life course.”
Dr. Young noticed a trend in breastfeeding mothers dealing with water insecurity.
“Moms either are not breastfeeding like they want to, because they’re gone [gathering water] or they can’t;
they’re not hydrated enough,” Young said. “They are so dehydrated [that] their breast milk production goes
down.”
In many circumstances, the water women do have access to is unsanitary.
A case study led by Kelly Baker, an assistant professor of occupational and environmental health at the
University of Iowa, asked nearly 4,000 girls and women from two rural districts in India to self-report symptoms
of reproductive tract infections (RTIs). The data shows a direct connection between infection rates and women’s
access to water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) practices.
The case study pointed out that RTIs affect nearly a third of all women of reproductive age in some regions.
When women are forced to resort to unsanitary methods of personal hygiene, untreated RTIs may develop into
“pelvic inflammatory disease, infertility, sexually transmitted diseases, ectopic pregnancy, miscarriage, and
preterm birth.”
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The effects of these issues are far-reaching, from the women they affect to their families and the communities
they live in.

Physical Injuries and Assaults
Women are also at risk of harm because of dangers associated with their water-gathering responsibilities. It is
not uncommon for women to injure themselves carrying heavy water vessels over uneven terrain. Women also
face harassment, kidnappings, and sexual assaults on their journeys to and from water sources.
During the dry season, women may begin their collection journey at abnormal hours because of long lines at
water sources. A woman from Dr. Young’s study of western Kenya explained that she wakes at 3 a.m. and loses
sleep worrying about water for the next day.
Women also often experience domestic violence if they are unable to fulfill their household obligations.
According to Dr. Young’s study, “[a]lmost half of the women interviewed experienced intimate partner violence
(e.g., verbal or physical abuse) as a result of insufficient water.”

Educational Setbacks
Being the primary water collector for their families means women in water-insecure regions often do not have
time to freely pursue an education.
One of the main ways water insecurity impacts women’s education access is through opportunity cost. They give
up tasks such as schoolwork as a trade-off for spending time collecting water, which can lead to a vicious cycle of
poverty and vulnerability.
World Bank research from Africa shows that, “a halving of water fetching time increases girls’ school attendance
by 2.4 percentage points on average, with stronger impacts in rural communities.”
Water insecurity poses serious risks for individual women and their communities. But taken in aggregate, these
issues can be a driver of global gender inequality and contribute to alarming global trends.

Local Crises, Global Consequences
These individual consequences women confront in their communities cause ripple effects on an international
level and are augmented by climate change.
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Already, over a billion people worldwide live with the challenges brought on by worsening environmental
conditions. Focusing international efforts on the most vulnerable will be a key piece of any global response.
Shocks such as drought, unexpected loss of livestock, and failed harvests can all be linked to climate change.
The 2016 ODI Insight report on gender, agriculture, and water security found that these shocks hurt poorer
populations more because it is harder for them to bounce back. Climate variability and the hazards that come
with it have the potential to deepen inequalities among marginalized women in rural developments.
Dr. Young stated that water security is closely connected to economic productivity and argued that
highlighting these links will be critical to promoting action.
“Once we can say there’s this much water security and it’s causing this many deaths or this many days of work
missed, or this much economic loss, that’s when I think people will really pay attention,” Young said.
Similarly, the effects of gender inequality touch everything from economic productivity to international
security in ways that are often not recognized by policymakers. In 2017, American foreign policy leaders were
surveyed about gender inequality and national security. Only 13 percent believed that international gender
inequality threatened economic growth.
But there is a robust case to be made for this connection. The World Bank has identified over 155 countries in
the world where women face legal obstacles to their economic success. The overall loss in human capital due to
the lack of education for women is estimated to be between $15-30 trillion globally, as reported by the Global
Partnership for Education.
Some experts have tried to highlight the potential global benefits of tackling gender inequality worldwide,
suggesting that these efforts could lead to higher global GDP, less radicalization among marginalized
communities, and more successful peace negotiations.
This kind of broad progress will require countless individual efforts. Initiatives aimed at tackling women’s
water insecurity can play an important part. But existing programs have a great deal of room to improve.

Herlin Jacquessaint tutors students at
Marius Levy School in Cap Haitien.

Aid and Gender

“If we invest in better information, it’s going to reveal gaps to us,” Welsh said. “It’s going to reveal to us that
we’re not doing as good of a job as we thought. Then we can say ‘we’re not doing a great job in these areas or
among these people; let’s design interventions to target these people and these places.’”
Aside from aid organizations getting better data, all levels of government implementing intersectional policies
will help populations create more water-secure and climate-resilient economies. This requires better plans for
water resource distribution, efforts to increase water efficiency, and investment in infrastructure to stabilize
water availability.
With sufficient resources, aid organizations will be able to advocate for safe water and sanitation, direct more
media attention to those in need, and encourage sustainable community participation in water resource
management, which would increase the resilience of the water-insecure world.
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According to information from the UN-Water and the Interagency Network on Women and Gender Equality,
“local governments could help by promoting hygiene education through support groups and schooling, removing
internal gender biases in public organizations, lobbying for better services for women and children and
supporting equality for women in the decision-making process at local levels.” Actions such as these could
significantly reduce the scope of the problem.

Changing Course
In order to fix these problems, the world as a whole must acknowledge the ca“Instead of retracting from climate
change and related issues, we should be leading the world in trying to address not just its causes, but its effects,”
Schoonover said.
On an individual level, addressing the effects of climate change might mean ensuring that women like Mrs. B have
easier and safer ways to meet their daily water needs. However, if taken to scale, these efforts will help to build
the resiliency and prosperity of women and the societies they live in.
Because of the phenomena happening in water-insecure regions—climate change. While countries that are not
experiencing water insecurity on a large scale—such as the United States—have been slow to get involved, there
is still time to mitigate the worst consequences.
Rob Schoonover, the founder, and CEO of the Ecological Futures Group emphasized that nations such as the
United States should intervene in climate emergencies.
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MIA MOTTLEY
Mia Amor Mottley, Prime
Minister, Minister for National
Security and the Civil Service,
and Minister for Finance,
Economic
Affairs
and
Investment of Barbados. Photo:
Cia Pak /UN Photo

The podium in the United Nations General Assembly Hall is often if not typically used to repeat polite ideas and
platitudes. But Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, speaking at the 76th UN General Assembly in September,
had other plans. In remarks studded with wit and wisdom, Mottley railed against inequity and inaction in the
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, the digital spread of fake news, and the risky and inadequate response to
global climate change, a challenge that will disproportionately affect the people of her island nation. Mottley
posed a critical question: “How many more, how many more crises and natural disasters before we see that
assistance does not reach those who need it most and those who are most vulnerable?”
Named a 2021 Champion of the Earth for Policy Leadership by the UN Environment Programme, Mottley has
been a reliable and respected voice against delaying climate action. Under her leadership as Barbados’ first
female prime minister since the country’s independence in 1966, the country has promised to become the first
island country to phase out fossil fuels by 2030 and to plant 1 million trees to help mitigate climate change
effects. The country’s “Roofs to Reefs” national resilience program was launched to place the island on a path of
sound sustainable development.
Mottley’s leadership is crucial for the world’s girls and women, who will endure greater risk and deprivation from
climate change effects, including loss of water, wood for cooking, and farmable land. According to UN Women,
3.8 million people — most of them women and children — are killed by air pollution each year as a result of
unclean energy used in cooking and heating. Another study shows that in the past year alone, at least 4 million
girls in lower-income economies were unable to finish their education because of climate-related events.
Canada, Germany, and Nigeria each made commitments at this year’s UN Climate Change Conference (COP26)
to focus on the needs, rights, and inclusion of girls and women. That’s great. It’s not enough. We need action as
bold as Mia Mottley’s words and example.
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LINDA THOMAS-GREENFIELD
Linda
Thomas-Greenfield,
Permanent
Representative of the United States to the
United Nations. Photo: Eskinder Debebe
/UN Photo

She experienced some of the worst aspects of life in America but holds a high standard for what the country can
be at its best. A child of segregated Louisiana who routinely observed the acts of hate groups, U.S. Ambassador to
the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield is now in charge of how America acts on a global stage and has made clear her
purpose, saying after her nomination, “America is back, multilateralism is back, diplomacy is back.”
Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield has been tasked with the not insignificant challenge of restoring American
leadership at the UN after several difficult years. From restating U.S. support of sexual and reproductive health
and rights on the global stage to highlighting its leadership on climate action, the current Administration has a
long list of priorities that Thomas-Greenfield has been championing. It’s a role she for which she is optimally
prepared. Thomas-Greenfield worked her way up the ranks of the foreign service, serving in Nigeria, Pakistan,
and Switzerland and as U.S. Ambassador to Liberia and later as Assistant Secretary for African Affairs under
President Barack Obama. Throughout these experiences, she finessed her unique brand of “gumbo diplomacy,”
her approach to forging relationships with foreign partners through home cooking.
Thomas-Greenfield’s appointment to the UN also sets a new standard for representation and inclusion. Recent
figures show that Black women made up only 9% of State Department staff in 2020, down from 13% in 2002.
Thomas-Greenfield has made it a central part of her career to mentor young, rising diplomats of color, saying in a
recent interview, “I would hope that young people who see me — who are Black, who are women, who are people
of color — will see me as an example for what they could achieve. And I’m hoping that I can use my voice and my
presence to give them a reason to be hopeful.” They will also see her as a person who uses her power with great
purpose.
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Georgie Badiel
Model and Founder of
The
Georgie
Badiel
Foundation

Fashion model Georgie Badiel spent three hours fetching water as a young girl in Burkina Faso, where almost half
the country lives without clean water, she told Forbes. When her sister became pregnant and still needed to
wake up in the middle of night to get water, she was inspired to do something about it.
Badiel launched the Georgie Badiel Foundation in 2015, which has made water accessible to over 100,000
people by building wells in local communities in Burkina Faso. The foundation also trains women to restore wells
in their communities and educates students on menstrual hygiene management. In 2016, Badiel also co-wrote
the educational children's book The Water Princes about her experience growing up without clean drinking
water.
“Right now my biggest dream is to provide access to clean water to every person in my country Burkina Faso. I
created this social project Georgie Water that will give back to the cause,” Badiel told Forbes.
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Varshini Prakash
Prakash co-founded the Sunrise Movement that year to
protect environmental resources like water, and air by
promoting solar energy and creating sustainable jobs. The
youth organization has raised less than a million dollars
since it started and is currently advocating for the Green
New Deal, a policy which proposes to keep public water
clean by reducing greenhouse gases, and restoring
waterways.

Marian Kramer
Marian Kramer has been in the front lines of the welfare
rights and civil rights movement from its origin in the
1960s. She is Co-chair of the National Welfare Rights
Union (NWRU) an organization of, by, and for the poor in
America. She is a leader in the struggle to turn the water
back on for up to 45,000 low-income Detroit families who
had their water shut off for non-payment. She was a
recipient of the Purpose Award for Americans leading with
experience.
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Cathy Bernardino Bailey
Known as the “first lady of water.” She is the first woman and
African-American to lead the Greater Cincinnati Water Works
Department.
Cathy leads a team that ensures safe drinking water for a
regional population of more than 1.1 million citizens;
supervises a team of 600 full-time employees; and oversees a
$110 million operating budget. Cathy is a strong champion
and key visionary behind Greater Cincinnati Water Works
award-winning Lead Service Line Replacement Program.
Cathy started her water utility career spending two years at
the United States Environmental Protection Agency as a
research chemist.

LaTosha Whaley Lawrence
LaTosha Whaley-Lawrence is a 2019 nominee and 2020
recipient of the Nightingale Award, the highest national
distinction a nurse can achieve. A Registered Nurse for 26
years, she is currently enrolled in the Doctorate of Nursing
Practice program at the University of Michigan. LaTosha
serves as the Clinical Coordinator for Youth for Global Health
& Social Justice since 2016; teaching high school and college
students the cause, treatment, and prevention of waterborne
diseases. She has traveled with the organization to more than
five countries, working at the Children's Hospice in Warsaw,
Poland to a family practice clinic in Dakar, Senegal and so
much more.
"There is so much need in this world, and I believe that God
will bless us for our sacrifice; sometimes that blessing comes in
the form of a Nightingale Award."
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Autumn Peltier
For most of us, the biggest thing we were rallying for
at 15 (2019) was an extension on our curfew or a new
outfit — but Autumn Peltier is not your average 15year-old. Newly appointed as the Anishinabek Nation
chief water commissioner, Autumn has already spent
years advocating for water protection in First Nations
communities, and around the world. Sharing the
message of the sanctity and importance of clean
water, Autumn is making some serious waves — from
her debut global speech at the Children’s Climate
Conference in Sweden in 2015, to last year’s address
at the United Nations General Assembly in New York.

Joy Egbe
I am a 28-year-old passionate social entrepreneur,
inventor, vegetarian, and climate activist. In 2017 I cofounded Newdigit Technologies and work as the Chief
Impact Officer with a vision to eradicate energy poverty
in Nigeria. I am a member of the United Nations
Academic Impact fellows, and among the first-ever UN
Youth Climate Change Summit green ticket awardees.
My fight against climate change has been recognized as
one of the top ten green innovations by the Nigeria
Climate Innovation Centre (NCIC). I am dedicated to
eradicating energy poverty in Africa and to helping save
millions of people from dying of indoor air pollution.
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Isha Clarke
16-year-old Isha Clarke was born and raised in Oakland,
California takes a stand against environmental racism and
centering the most vulnerable in the movement for
climate justice.
“Environmental racism is coal terminals through West
Oakland, is oil refineries through Richmond, and oil
pipelines through Indigenous lands. I thought to myself: If
this is true if this is the root of environmental injustice,
why doesn’t the environmental justice movement include
anyone from these communities? And if they do, why are
they not the leaders? And on top of all of this, why aren’t
these movements talking about environmental racism and
its importance?”

Naelyn Pike
Hello, my name is Naelyn Pike. I am enrolled in the San
Carlos Apache tribe, but I’m Chiricahua Apache.
I’m going to tell you my story and where I come from and
who I am. I’m fighting to protect our sacred lands. Those
lands are my homes. Those lands are who I am and where I
come from. The place where I can feel free, as being Nde, as
being Apache. That was taken away from me and the
generations before me. That freedom to believe in
anything, that freedom to be who we are, that freedom to
pray, to sing the songs, to live on the land and to be who we
are. That right was taken away.
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Jamie Margolin
Jamie Margolin, the 18-year old co-founder of one of the
most dynamic and effective international youth climate
justice organizations, Zero Hour, describes how coming of
age in a climate catastrophe marked her so profoundly
that she became solely defined by her climate justice
work. Yet ultimately she succumbed to overwhelm and
exhaustion—burnout. Only recently did she come to the
realization that she had to be more than just a vessel for
climate action; she had to start genuinely taking care of
herself and pursuing passions outside her political work.
By prioritizing her mental health, happiness, social life,
and a variety of passions, she was able to approach her
activism in a far healthier and more balanced way.

Alexia Leclercq
For the Climate Justice Movement to arrive at results
that are true “just,” it must be radically inclusive, which
means that its struggles must, of course, intersect with
those of social, racial, and gender justice movements, but
it also means that other historically disenfranchised
groups can’t be excluded, so, for example, the Disability
Justice Movement must have a seat at the table. One of
this year’s Brower Youth Award winners, Alexia Leclercq,
is an environmental justice organizer based in Austin TX
and NYC.

22

Alexandria Gordon
My name is Alex Gordon. I’m in my fourth year at Eckerd College (in St.
Petersburg, Florida), and I organize with the Student PIRGs (Public
Interest Research Groups) to empower and train the next generation of
youth activists.
The more young people there are working for change, the better our
world will be. Imagine if all of the passionate students across the globe
were given the support and the tools they needed to organize effectively.
We young people today feel the weight of the world on our shoulders,
but often we don’t have the tools or the training we need to do
something about it. Having access to those tools and that support is not a
reality we should be having to imagine, but one that should be the
standard.

Nalleli Cobo
Of the 20 years I have been alive, I have spent 11 of them fighting for my
health, safety, community and environment. Since the age of 9 I have
been tirelessly advocating to end urban oil drilling and for a “just
transition” away from a fossil fuel-based economic system. I have been
fighting monsters: going up against the oil industry, my local archdiocese
and a broken regulatory system is not a walk in the park. However, that
has never mattered to me, because there’s only one thing that matters in
this situation – my community.
I fight so urban oil drilling is something you only read about in history
books. That’s why I fight and why I will continue to fight as long as I am
able. Thank you.
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I am a Woman
I am a woman.
A spirit who’s made to run free
yet still needs to learn how.
I am alive.
Dancing colors in the mind’s eye
you couldn’t name me if you tried
I am a raven.
Who picks clean the bones
of my internal story,
Searching and pondering
which stories must be told.
I am strong.
A tree whose trunk is made thick from
the blows of a forceful wind.
Adaptive and fearless in growth.
Rooted in my philosophy while stretching
my branches higher.
I am a voice
which grows and expands
the more people hold onto it.
Tiny water molecules touch
and absorb one another.
An echo of the generation before.
A bright light for those to come.
A continuum of space and time
thousands of spirits adding to the whole and mine.
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