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“My name is Esther Desravines.
Fighting for significant causes has
always been a priority for me, as it
allows me to contribute to
overcoming the obstacles that
impede others from improving
their quality of life.
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Lack of Water to name a few are all
problems that plague Haiti. Many
of these issues exist in my
hometown of Cap-Haitien.
The topic of water, particularly its
scarcity and contamination, is one
of the most pressing issues
today.To access water in many
parts of the city, you have to wait
for trucks to pass by or go to
private residences to buy it, which
can be quite far away. The difficulty
with this method is that when there
is a gas shortage, the folks who live
any distance are the ones that
suffer the most."
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Editor's Note
When Youth for Global Health & Social Justice

Because we want to recognize that we do not

was founded, its goal was clear: clean water and

have all the answers, we have broadened our

sanitation as a human right for all.

community, beginning with recruiting an Editorial
Advisory Board. When called on, they can assist

Celebrating diversity and promoting contact

in reviewing articles for technical accuracy, and

theory was key to that early work; and, focusing
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dialogue about the global water crisis.
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Dr. Sheryl Simmons
Editor-In-Chief

RURAL COMMUNITIES IN EL SALVADOR
UNITED TO SUPPLY WATER FOR THEMSELVES
By Edgardo Ayala (La Libertad, El Salvador)
Friday, October 08, 2021
Inter Press Service

The well of the community water system in Cangrejera, in central El Salvador, is 60 metres deep, and a 20horsepower motor drives the pump that directs the liquid to a tank four kilometres uphill. CREDIT:
Edgardo Ayala/IPS
LA LIBERTAD, El Salvador, Oct 08 (IPS) - As the saying goes, united we stand, divided we fall, hundreds of
families in rural communities in El Salvador are standing together to gain access to drinking water.
The Salvadoran state fails to fulfill its responsibility to provide the resource to the entire population, and
the families, faced with the lack of service in the countryside, have organized in “Juntas de Agua”: rural
water boards that are community associations that on their own manage to drill a well and build a tank and
the rest of the system.
It is estimated that in El Salvador there are about 2,500 rural water boards, which provide service to 25
percent of the population, or some 1.6 million people, according to data from the non-governmental Foro
del Agua (Water Forum), which promotes equitable and participatory water management.
One of those community systems has been set up in the small village of Desvío de Amayo, in the canton of
Cangrejera, part of the municipality and department of La Libertad, on the central coastal strip of El
Salvador.
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Members of the Cangrejera Drinking Water Association in the Desvío de Amayo village, La Libertad
municipality in central El Salvador, stand at the foot of the tank from which water flows by gravity to
the nine villages that benefit from this community project. There are an estimated 2,500 rural water
boards in the country, which provide service to 1.6 million people. CREDIT: Edgardo Ayala/IPS

María Ofelia Pineda, 58,
washes a frying pan and other
dishes she used to prepare
lunch at her home in the
village of Las Victorias in
Cangrejera on El Salvador’s
coastal strip. Families like
hers benefit from the water
provided by the Cangrejera
Drinking Water Association,
which has been operating for
36 years. For seven dollars a
month, the residents of this
rural town receive 20 cubic
metres of water. CREDIT:
Edgardo Ayala/IPS
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Partnership of the Month

Okap Kombit Pou Dlo
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Okap Kombit Pou Dlo students participating in "Work Around the World for Water:" Esther
Desravines, Jean David Alens, Herlin Jacquessaint, Miralda Pierre, Jean Kirvens Pierre, Giulaine
Fristner, Saradjen Dorvil, Evelandy Telford, Joseph Naicha and Jean Pieere Stevenson.

Okap Kombit Pou Dlo – Okap is the name for Cap Haitian. Kombit is Haitian Kreyol for “Community
Coming Together” and Pou Dlo is “for water.”
Okap Kombit Pou Dlo is an initiative that is supported by “Rebuilding Haiti One Trip at a Time, LLC.”
Rebuilding Haiti is an LLC that was developed by Willair and Capri St. Vil in 2011 after the
earthquake in Haiti to encourage tourism and support local businesses by promoting the beauty,
history and culture of Cap Haitian, which is the birthplace of the Haitian Revolution.
The mission of Okap Kombit Pou Dlo is simple – provide access to clean drinkable water for the Cap
Haitian community through a youth development model that is educationally, vocationally, and
culturally influenced. Okap Kombit Pou Dlo applauds Youth for Global Health and Social Justice for
designing a model that is committed both to the well-being of communities but is also one that looks
to provide academic support, which can translate into further academic and potential career
opportunities for young adults. And most importantly, young adults through this program will
become the agents of change within their communities.
7

Capri and Willair StVil, founders
of "Rebuilding Haiti One Trip at a
Time"

WATER ISSUES IN HAITI

According to a study conducted by the Center
for Human Rights and Global Justice, only
55.2% of the population has access to an

Access to clean, fresh water is a Human Right,

improved water source, while close to 70%

and it is a main concern in Haiti. Haiti, like many

does not have direct access to potable water.

developing nations around the world, is currently

Widespread deforestation and unmaintained

devasted by a lack of clean water and the

drainage infrastructure is a key area of concern

systems that provide it. Many of their water

within the country. This leaves Haiti particularly

sources are contaminated by human waste and

vulnerable to hurricanes, storm surges, and

other waste due to the proximity of sanitation

flooding.Unpredictable rainfall has become of

facilities to water sources and because there is

concern in Cap Haitien. These patterns will

the absence of a sewage sanitation system.

likely worsen climate impacts on already
sensitive sectors.
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Okap Kombit had the opportunity
while in Cap Haitian to visit the
Marius Levy primary school that
Rebuilding Haiti One Trip at a
Time supports, where the parents
expressed their concerns about
water and the lack of access that
people, particularly those who are
on the “periphery” of Cap Haitian,
experience.
‘’Walk Around the World for
Water’’ Project by Y4GH has
given students from Haiti the
opportunity to connect with
students from numerous African
countries while also learning
about the science behind water.
The students from Haiti have
been able to hear the concerns
about water from these students
and to realize that their concerns
are similar.
Through their participation in the ‘’work around the world for water’’ project, the young people in
Haiti will become informed citizens and future decision-makers.They have already taken this step
and are preparing for a Housing Summit in Cap Haitian as well as looking into the opportunity to
participate in ToastMasters International in English to support the further development of their
leadership skills.

O U R

V I S I O N

Our Vision for Okap Kombit Pou Dlo is that more
residents of Cap Haitian, as well as those of the
peripheral of the city, will have ready access to clean
drinkable water provided by a cadre of trained young
adults, who will, in turn, better educate communities
and increase understanding of wastewater
management in order to decrease the number of
water borne illnesses.
9

But our Vision is also tied to educating
communities about improving the water
ways in Cap Haitian and the periphery
through the reduction of plastic,
Styrofoam and other materials and
other potentially unhealthy materials
have found their ways in the waterways.
We are looking to work in different
capacities to train young adults on
stormwater and freshwater
management.

PROJECT
IMPACT

Herlin Jacquessaint tutors students at
Marius Levy School in Cap Haitien.

We have had the opportunity to hear from Esther Desravines. In looking at the impact of the
project, we would like to turn our attention to two other students from this project, Herlin
Jacquessaint and Jean David Aleus.
“On a daily basis, it is extremely rare not to use a drop of water. We use water in almost
everything that we do. So, why is this training important? How can it help us? What is our
interest in it?
Due to ecological degradation, lack of training and equipment in this field and especially a lack
of implementation of water policy in the region, we see that water is becoming increasingly
scarce. This program to teach us about water can certainly help us to remedy this.
10

If everything goes according to plan, in 3 to 5 years it is clear that we, the young people
benefiting from this program will take the lead in training other people since we will
have the required knowledge on conservation, processing, purification.Let’s say the good
treatment of water.
So, we think that in these 3 years, we will have an impact in helping the population in the
treatment of water, and we will be able to avoid the risk of a water shortage.
I think that this program is very interesting. It will give me the opportunity to become
personally involved with water, which will be a great benefit. There is nothing better
than knowledge; this program will give me the opportunity to educate and inform myself
on the proper maintenance of water. But it will also push me to help my community.
Alone we go faster, but together we go further.” This is an African Proverb.
Water is essential to life for all of us. It is therefore our duty to join with others, to train
and help them, to unite to achieve such a great project.
-Herlin Jacquessaint (he is pictured with Esther at the school talking to the students)
“Water is life.”Many of us have already extended this sentence, but if its veracity
happens to be proven, in Haiti can we say that we are alive?
With degraded water resources, poorly developed residential connections (less than
11%) and a very low rate of access to drinking water, Haiti is in a position in which its
water represents a danger more than a resource.
Knowing how to manage our resources, especially our water, has always been difficult.
This program which is presented to us sees itself as a GPS in unknown land vs knowing
the issues, availability and the means to properly manage our water resources, which for
me is the first step to take toward conditions of use of our water in a safe and organized
way.
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This project will be all the more beneficial for my community which “even if I hate
to say it” builds water stations less than a meter from a ravine and that people pass
there to stock up on it. They can be taught to use water efficiently and to treat it in
the right way and in the right place.
I can feel the wind of change in the face of the hydraulic system in Haiti. In 3-5
years, we will have a few more citizens aware of the danger which threatens our
water, at the same time our health and our life.Haitians who will want to change
the fate of this more than important resource can make that change.
This project carries hope and the hope that our resilience can take us further.
-Jean David Aleus
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Youth for Global Health
& Social Justice
Benefit Concert
Featuring

Award-Winning

Gospel Artist

EARNEST
PUGH
IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL

April 9, 2022
5:00 p.m.
3618 W. Osborn Rd
Phoenix, Arizona
Ticket sales begin February 1, 2022
www.youthforglobalhealth.com

MONITORING
WASTEWATER
FOR COVID-19
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Australian researchers are tracking COVID-19 prevalence in the
community by tracing the presence of the novel coronavirus
gene in raw sewage.
AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL SCIENCE AGENCY

Collaborative studies by CSIRO and The
University of Queensland in early 2020
provided proof that wastewater surveillance
could detect COVID-19 prevalence in a
community.

Wastewater monitoring helps disease
surveillance and monitoring by identifying
hotspots and allowing targeted localised
public health responses, such as increased
individual testing, setting up fever clinics, and
providing health warnings.

Ongoing research has refined the application
of this science, providing evidence that
wastewater (untreated sewage) testing can
help inform local public health responses.
This can occur as early as infected people
begin shedding the virus in faeces, whether
or not they show symptoms that prompt
clinical testing.

The analysis involves tracking genetic
fragments of the COVID-19 virus which are
flushed into the wastewater system through
infected people's feces.
In collaboration with Qantas, the team has
also successfully demonstrated the approach
for detecting infections within international
travelers.

The technique has now been adopted by
many jurisdictions developing operational
responses to COVID outbreaks, allowing
public health professionals to target specific
areas for public health interventions and/or
gathering
information
regarding
the
circulation of the virus in a community.
CSIRO
and
UQ
have
been
supporting Queensland Health with their
wastewater surveillance program since July
2020, testing sewage for traces of the
COVID-19 virus in dozens of locations
across
Queensland to enhance their response
to
the pandemic.
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This timeline provides a guide to the COVID-19 sewage testing process.
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UNITED
NATIONS

International Day of Education
International
Day of Education
24 January
24 January

"We must do far more to advance Sustainable Development Goal 4, to ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all."
-UN Secretary-General António Guterres

Changing Course, Transforming Education
As it was detailed in UNESCO’s global Futures of Education report, transforming the future
requires an urgent rebalancing or our relationships with each other, with nature as well as
with technology that permeates our lives, bearing breakthrough opportunities while raising
serious concerns for equity, inclusion and democratic participation.
This year’s International Day of Education will be a platform to showcase the most important
transformations that have to be nurtured to realize everyone’s fundamental right to education
and build a more sustainable, inclusive and peaceful futures. It will generate debate around
how to strengthen education as a public endeavour and common good, how to steer the digital
transformation, support teachers, safeguard the planet and unlock the potential in every
person to contribute to collective well-being and our shared home.
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Education is a human right
The right to education is enshrined in article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The declaration calls for free and compulsory elementary education. The Convention on the
Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, goes further to stipulate that countries shall make higher
education accessible to all.

Education is key to sustainable development
When it adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September 2015, the
international community recognized that education is essential for the success of all 17 of its
goals. Sustainable Development Goal 4, in particular, aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030.

Challenges to achieving universal education
Education offers children a ladder out of poverty and a path to a promising future. But about
258 million children and adolescents around the world do not have the opportunity to enter or
complete school; 617 million children and adolescents cannot read and do basic math; less
than 40% of girls in sub-Saharan Africa complete lower secondary school and some four
million children and youth refugees are out of school. Their right to education is being violated
and it is unacceptable.
Without inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong opportunities for all, countries
will not succeed in achieving gender equality and breaking the cycle of poverty that is leaving
millions of children, youth and adults behind.
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World Water Day 2022
Groundwater, Making the Invisible, Visible
Join us as we celebrate World Water Day
with a virtual weekend conference
March 19 & 20
Art Exhibit
Music
Youth Debates
and more!
updates and registration will be posted at:
www.youthforglobalhealth.com

M O V I N G
B E Y O N D

B A S I C
W A T E R

A D V O C A C Y

The story of water access is more
complicated this World Water Day
—we need a new approach.
By Ned Breslin
March 21, 2013
Stanford Social Innovation Review

March 22nd is a noisy day across the water and sanitation sector. It’s World Water Day, and
agencies working to end the global water crisis use this day to overwhelm the public, funders,
and policymakers with messages related to water. The goals of this advocacy push are to raise
awareness, convince people that water is essential for broad social and economic
development, and ideally drive people, policymakers, and funders to engage with the water
crisis.
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The tactics often used on March 22nd (and
throughout the year) walk a fine line and
highlight real marketing and fundraising
tensions among water sector professionals.
Unfortunately, it is these tactics that may
eventually undermine the cause we all
desperately want to address.
Let’s start with the basic “water crisis story”
you have inevitably heard many times and will
undoubtedly hear again this World Water Day.
The story goes something like this: A girl in
torn, dirty clothes walks miles and miles to
fetch water from a disgustingly polluted water
source, treks back with a huge bucket of water
on her head, and misses school. Some will add
that the girl is under threat from robbers and
rapists on this journey, and others will use this
foundational story to talk about the health
problems the family will face because they
drink polluted water.
We all know this story and in truth, many
aspects are accurate. I have taken this walk
with girls for close to three decades, and it’s a
miserable trek. Good friends of my daughters
(who were born and raised in rural Africa) do in
fact miss a considerable amount of school
doing chores such as fetching water. The
impact of this tragedy on girls, on families, and
on societies as a whole is significant.
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This story is generally followed by facts and data that try to
bring the wider global crisis into view through the lens of the
girl fetching water. You’ve likely heard organizations estimate
that 780 million people worldwide lack access to water.
Interestingly, there is a debate about this number, with new
reports estimating that the figure is closer to 1.8 billion people
without access to water. Others look toward the economic
case, and point to losses in GDP and productivity directly
correlated to poor water supply. Still others will rightly point
to the deaths directly attributed to poor water supplies,
effecting mostly children.
The story ends, and that’s when we as a sector get lazy. The
solution to the water crisis is presented as uncomplicated and
cheap. We still peddle simple “projects” as the solution. The
equation here is simple:

Girl does not have water + polluted water is bad for
health and development = Fund a water pump and
her whole life will be changed forever.
It is literally presented that simply by both large and small
agencies.
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Then we say it will be cheap. The math here is equally straightforward:

Girl does not have water + water is key for economic development and
health + project is needed = You pay $25 for a solution.
Claims that “$25 saves a life” ring far and wide despite the clear evidence from annual reports
and financial records that $25 does not even remotely cover an organization’s costs to deliver
water to a girl, let alone ensure that it lasts for a lifetime.
It’s here that marketing and fundraising cross the barrier from advocacy and education to
borderline dishonesty, making it incredibly challenging to communicate and market both the
crisis and the real solutions.
The saddest part of each walk I take with a girl collecting water is when we pass not only the
school she is not attending, but also a broken water pump. The system was indubitably installed
with the best intentions but not the impact promised by the organizations promoting cheap
solutions. Getting water supply “right” is a long-term process requiring engagement well beyond
laying pipes, installing taps, and taking photos of happy children. These things are important, but
there is much more work to do from that point
Everyone in the sector knows it’s more costly than commonly sold, takes more time than a simple
project cycle and a bit of training, and requires a more nuanced yet compelling tale that moves us
from the simplistic notion that solving the global water crisis is cheap and easy. Because the one
thing we as a sector know is that while this sales pitch is compelling and has kept money flowing
to support water supply, it has sadly not kept water flowing. And that is no longer good enough.
The real story for World Water Day is this: If we truly want to get girls in school and give them a
chance in life, then we must create an environment where water always flows—not just
temporarily, but forever. Water can’t be seen as exceptional; it must be expected. To succeed
and ensure that water flows, we must focus not only on infrastructure such as water pumps, but
also on ongoing monitoring and regulation, finance, water resources, supply chains, good
governance, replacement equipment, and services to expand systems as the need grows.
And, as we all know, $25 can’t cover it.
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O traveller, stay thy weary feet;
Drink of this fountain, pure and sweet;
It flows for rich and poor the same.
Then go thy way, remembering still
The wayside well beneath the hill,
The cup of water in his name.

February Featured Partnership

Help and Hope Foundation
Zimbabwe

